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Date:            January 28, 2011                                                Category:         Brass
PERFORMANCE HISTORY

Junior Corps:

Pasco Columbians


1957-60

Soprano Bugle

Portland Hawks



1961


Soprano Bugle

Seattle Thunderbirds


1963


Soprano Bugle

Seattle Shamrocks


1965 (aged out)

Soprano Bugle

Senior Corps:

NA

INSTRUCTION HISTORY

Junior Corps:

Seattle Thunderbirds 


1963 


Brass Arranger & Instructor

Casper Troopers 


1968-71

Brass Arranger & Instructor

Anaheim Kingsmen


1971-73

Brass Arranger & Instructor

LaCrosse Blue Stars


1972


Brass Arranger & Instructor

DeLaSalle Oakland


1974


Brass Arranger & Instructor

Oakland Crusaders


1975


Brass Arranger & Instructor

Seattle Marksmen


1975


Brass Arranger & Instructor

Seattle Imperials


1978-83

Brass Arranger & Instructor

Alberta All Girls


1972-78

Brass Arranger & Instructor

Senior Corps:

Anaheim Kinsgmen Alumni

2006-07

Brass Arranger & Instructor

ADMINISTRATION HISTORY

Junior Corps:

Pasco Columbians


1964


Music Director

Seattle Shamrocks


1964-74

Music Director

Alberta All Girls


1972-78

Music Director

JUDGING HISTORY

NA

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENTS

(Individual Championships, Drum Corps Innovations, Other Drum Corps Activities)

By Nominee

Mike was an excellent horn player.  During the early 1960’s, he placed in the top 3 in the Solo Soprano Bugle Individual Competition for three consecutive years at the VFW National Conventions.

Mike’s arrangements were instrumental in helping the Casper Troopers win the 1970 VFW National Title in Miami, FL.

During the 1972 season, Mike arranged the brass charts for and taught the LaCrosse Blue Stars, who finished in 2nd place (their highest placing ever in DCI).  This single feat -- arranging the brass charts for the top two placing corps during a single year at the DCI Championships has yet to be equalled.

In 1974 and 1975, Mike’s involvement with DeLaSalle and the Oakland Crusaders helped them to achieve their highest placement ever at the DCI Championships (7th in 1974, and 6th in 1975), which is also the highest placement ever attained by a drum and bugle corps from any country outside of the United States.

SPONSOR’S COMMENTS

Why do you feel this Nominee should be selected to be the the HOF?

I proudly submit this nomination of Mike Duffy to the prestigious World Drum Corps Hall of Fame for his life-long achievements to the drum and bugle activity.  Mike Duffy’s achievements span five decades of drum and bugle corps history.

Mike has given  much to the drum and bugle corps activity.  The “state of the art” for the bugle has truly been advanced by Mike Duffy – a gifted performer, a visionary arranger, and an inspirational and charismatic instructor.  Mike Duffy has made a lasting impression on many of us and certainly has been an  example for the drum corps youth with whom he has come in contact over the years.

Mike Duffy’s writing methods and arranging techniques for the brass bugle were unique for the time, and his teaching abilities and techniques were ingenious and exciting to the many who have had the privilege to be in his presence.  During the 1970’s, Mike was one of the first people to creatively arrange music for bugle brass lines, instead of simply transposing  band charts for drum and bugle corps music.  I believe that Mike Duffy should be recognized with other such great contemporary drum and bugle corps music arrangers during this period, which include: Ken Norman, Ray Baumgardt, Jim Wedge, Keith Markey, Larry Kerchner, Jim Ott, Wayne Downey, Hy Drietzer, Truman Crawford, and Gail Royer.

Respectfully written by devoted friend, Raymond Feller

Submitted by HOF member, Larry Kerchner
